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'MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

' Prof., Kel Wakaizumi came 1:0 my house for dmner last night, He asked. .
.for ten minutes privately. He said that,, having. just gotten off a plane when .
" he last talked to me, he wished to assuré that his message was absolutely '
"..clear. Therefore, he had written 11: down, and he read 11: That was the
" only business conducted : B -

The exa.c':tetext follows, - L . _ - - S - | , §

. MPresident and Prime Mmlster agreed that- two gwerMents, guided by

)  the aim of the reversion of the Ryukyus to. Japanfat the earliest possible date

should hold consultations through diplomatic chaffiels on the status of thes 3
‘islands with the view to reach, within a few years, agreement on a date T b
: sat:.sfactory to two governments for the reversion of these 1slands. R

oo, Mr. Sato is very: grateful to ‘the Johnson admmlstratlon for the
.fa.vourable consideration to the early reversion of the Bonins, He is well
aware of the difficult problems involved on your suie.‘ So, Idon't thlnk he 5
-has any ob;ect:.ons to your reservations with régards to the Bonins' reversion &
to Japan, ) ' o

12, Unfortunately, however, the mounting popul’a‘r enthusiasm, tremendous

' - political pressures in Japan and needless to say in OKinawa for the early . v

reversion of the administrative rights over the Ryukyus have grown up to such
" extent that even few Japanese evaluate the return of the Bonins as a great ‘
achievement, On the contrary, the great many people now fear that the return | ‘
of the Bonins mlght be used as relief in exchange for the reversion of Okinawa, S
(where almost one m11110n Japanese llve) o : P o

"3, Under these mrcumstances, Mr, Sato now strongly feels that he is
. compelled to get, from President Johnson, some kind of indication of the

" timing or rather long-range prospects of the Ryukyus' reversmn, however vaguq
it may be.

"4, Iam certain that at the same tlme,, Mr. Sato understands and fully
appreciates how difficult it must be for the Pre sident to accommoda.te

Mr. Sato's needs of this nature at this moment. /You ga.ve me the 3 reasons

ye sterday.and they are a11 reasonable good reasons 7 '
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"5, Nevertheless, Mr. Sa.to ieels that, a.fter all, as he is cornmg here
to meet President Johnson for the summit conference, he cannot possibly
go-home without something more specific on the prospects of Okinawa,

',’I‘hat’s why he carefully devised that formula, to raise to Pre51dent
and : ‘

"6, Of course, Mr, Sato/ his government’ as well as his Liberal
Democratic Party, and /the majority of Japanese pe0ple/ do feel ’cha.t the
‘maintenance of thé effective U, S, mlllta.ry basis (sic) there as long as they
are needed and the reversion of the administrative rights to Japan, the both
can be made fully compatible. And Mr, Sato is determined to see to that.

. /USS Enterprlse Nov, 2nd, / ‘ R '

"7, Based on his firm conviction of this basic principle, Mr. Sato is
hoping, under the formmila he wishes to propose to President Johnson directly,
that an agreement migh be reached on the mutually satisfactory date of the
reversion before .June 1970 (when US-Japan Mutual Security Pact comes to
the ten years term: of course we are going to firmly maintain that Pact for o
many more years to come) (in communique), '

"8, From internal political point of view, as the Socialists and left-
wingers are trying to make Okinawa the biggest political issue at that time
to instigate anti- Pact and anti- American feeling, it is the best pohcy for us
to set the da.te of the reversion of the Ryukyus by then.,

‘ 19, - The actual date of the reversion depends upon the three iactors you ,
mentioned to me yesterday. So, it may be 1975 or 78 or even 1480, we don't ,

mind as } g as we have some prospects of the reversion so that we could say '’

e milly _

&{ yukyu people as well as Japanese '"Wait until 1975, .78, 80, and in the -

meanwhlle we have a lot to do to. smooth the way for the actual reversion, "

- Then, I am sure they will patient to wait, ‘and cooperate with Americans to

maintain the effectlve bases there,

110, By the time of June 1970 (Mr. Sato will be in office until November
. 1970) I should think we could have much clear idea and prospects of three ;
' 'fa.ctors , , . _ P
‘a. Vietnam ‘ ' A g :
~ b. Communist China o : J
c. J’a,pa.r_l_"s progress towards its responsibility in the ,fiel‘d of securityj.

- «"

-, Fmally, Mr, Sato feels that now Presulent Johnson can a.lone make
such a dec1s1on Mr. Sato so badly needs at' home, In return, as I told you,

he is determined to do everything poss:.ble to help the Pre51dent in spite of.
certain polltlcal price he has to pay at home n R .

— CONFIDENTIAD— ONFIDENTIAL—.
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