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K JLIMEY GOVERMENT DEDCHENT
77TH INPRMIRY DIVISION
APO 331, dﬂmm
San Prancisco, Oalif,

1 April 1945

SUBJECT; Operations REepart.

70 1 !hw.‘ﬁ;.-u,, EgéT?."
n.--u’l". : . L deta :

of gperation Commnd.

1. nwuammmuup. 15, Feqdqumrters Tenth
Ay dated 2§ 1945, and letter, Beadquarters 77th Infantry Divisiom
dated 1 meroh- s subject. *Qperstions Repart®, the following report of the
activities of Wiitary Governmat Detachmsnt B-9 is submitted.

2. umumumummn.m.m
Inf, My, dated 15 Fedrwmry 1”. Bilitary Government Detachment B-9 was to
fisave four (§) officers axd nine (9) M on ZAMAMI SHDMA, who were to remmin
there until rel 4 by ISOONP. xission of the Detachment was, during the
assanlt phase, *Te-Sonduet wilitary Government recomnaissance, and assist in

contzol of aivilians; establish civilian collecting points, post proclammtions,
anl issue oivilian relief supplies available to the Division". 1o. 6 G=10

_i%s attention to b
] Wt. vehiclos and u'pnlutiml equipment. A
muced in conjunction with ailitary Govermmnt Detach-
w. 7 Ww who were bivousced togetlier.
on in firing lﬂﬁﬂ of individwl weapons,
oting ﬂ-h&ﬂ ce mrch,
truction in Males of
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7+ Chaptex ¥I: on 15 Mrch 1945 a practice landing w3 mde by elements
of the and the Detachment Commmnder utilized the opportunity for
experdsnce, by going ashoare with Division officers. Emroute to the target
tion talks on the target area, the pending operationa, and in-
structions in the duties anmd Tresponsibilities of military government personnel,
given by the various officers of the respective sections.

were
8, Chapter YII: a.(1) on the morning of 27 March 1945 the lst Seoctiom
of yilitary Government Detachment B-9 went ashors on Ksramm Retto, Mansesi Shoto.
They accompanied troops of the 2nd Battalion, 305th Fegimental Combat Team,
from U » PITT, and joined the Detachment Cammander, who went in
N ﬂhﬂimmnﬁnfmmthnhip'a somll boats to
smll island of Agenmashikn Shime and then across the bay in amtracks to
beash at the foot of Zammmi Town, on ZAMMI SHIMA. Proclamtions were
posted. Reconmaissance swveys were mads by Lt. Col. Mrencis B, Miller, the
Detachmnt Commander, and Mnjor Fred Gustort, 0.0. of the sub-detachment,
which was to remein with the garrison foroe and administer military government.
(

2) While elaments of the 2nd Battalion were organizing, the first
military govermmnt reconmaissance surveys disclosed that the ma jority of the
village houses had either been totally destroyed or badly wrecked; approxim tely
25 mtives, mostly aged men and women and young children wers concentrated in
ne ar two houses in the center of the village, and all other natives were
taken refuge in the caves and in the hills,
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: (3) “when Capt. john A. MoCartney, Assistant wedical gffiser and
Ssnitation officer of the Detachment, came ashore he joined with a lst Battalion
pdical Carpamén in cereing the wounded. A woman whose neck was laid opexn
by shrapmel; a mother and baby who necks had been slashed by the father in

] suiolde were ameng the first to receive treatment.
Shortly it was found that attempted, and also acoomplished, homicides and

3 were rather mmerous amd in keeping with Jmpanese propaganda, which

taught that Americans were mirderers; that they would kill the men and repe

g

) - Although first-aid treatment only was availabls at Tirst, the
¢ Surgical mEespital was set up and functioning within two days in
s huts and houses and provided hospital care for American soldiers,

-

tvia e e seriously wounded, and at lgast one Japanese aviation technical
ssxgeant, Who Iad been brought in by the mvy after being shot down.
oy 4,5 z ‘M‘ e was set up in an adjoining native

op wes also treating wounded civilians
cur troops after being fowmd in caves.

_ Through an interpreter it was learned that the matiye mayor,
| 40 88 Iéhikawe and later as Jomura, was thought to be desad
‘the pd%ives were thon Degun through an aged native, Myasato.
e e 3 ) M n was appointed acting mayar.

E



(2) The Iirev problem of conirol was a simple cne. The natives
were frightensd, numbers were wounded, and with emseption of a few girlg and
young mothers, others were aged and weak men and women, or young chiliren.
They were instructed not to lsave the village or they would be sub ject %o
being shot by cur troops whe were on the lookout for the enemy. Thareafter
they asl®md permission., Armangements were then made to have a guard aocoamparny
the few persons permisted to return to close-by caves for clothing and other

»ersonel belongzings.

(3> t firet only military govermment personnel were available far
suarding the cfvilian collecting point but a smll detachment of ml 1itary
police was requested for guard duty. on the second day a few additional
¢iviliens, whc had been wounded in the hills, were brought in and op Wednesday
evening a growp of sixty-five, who Iad been reparted to the Division Commander
as wving a mhite flag on yaladli Shima, were at his direction removed fo the
cellecting point by a detachment of troops and military govermment personnsl,
In keeping with the desire of the Tactical Commander, Lt. Ool. Doyle, the
civilian collecting point was moved Thureday and Friday, 29th and 30th of March,
tc the village of Ama, over the uill to the west approximately a mile distant.
on Seturday, the 3lat, there were 215 men, women and children umder care.

¢, Peeding during the first week was not a serious problem; soldiers
provided some K Rations, natives had some food apd a small amount of civilian
type rations which had been brought ashore was provided. (On request from the
Artillery Coszmnder on Geruma Shimm, two bags of .rice were sent over for the
Dinety~nine civilians remaining on that island. The future problem of feeding
did not seem tc be an acute ome as the mtives reported baving quantities of
rice and fresh vegatables. pmctically all of the fishing boats hald been
destroyed, however, and it appearsd mscessery tc make provisions for fish ia
the diet. ) :

d. Recommaissance in the hills surrounding Zemmemi Town disclosed a
of several tons of shoes and clothing which were salvaged and placed at a
by momument. However, with the shortage of guards and while property was
guarded souvenir hunting soldiesw and sailors pilfered three-quarters of
stock.

"

8. Approximtsly 200 gorean ladorers were taksn saners by our roops
ard they were used for various details; scme of them dig graves in the

newly established American mMilitary cemstery, others to bury enemy dead, while
5411l others were used by military government pereonnel to build a cortel for
soms half dozen cows and a score of goats which were fownd in the town, Becaum
of the weak and aged condition of the matives, who were first concentrated in
the collecting point, they were given only odd jobs to do. Two strong young
mothers helped with washing clothes in the hospital, ;

¥
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f. on Wedreaday a message was received from the Artillery Commnder on
Geruma shima and Col. Miller and Capt. Fobineau, property Custodian, went to
that island and picked up several packages which comtained native currency ami
documenta which apparently were records of savings accounts, insurance policies,
end report cards of children in achool. These had been found in a caye wheze
twelve women had committed suicide. They were turned over %o Major ml’#
investigation and dispositian, < A BT
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