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On June 12th last year I talked with you members of the Golden
Gate Glub on the toplet "Facing Reallty. " Tasked you nct enly to
becemo acqualated with and face the reslities of the world sltuatica
and the sltuation ta the Ryskyus, but to utllise your talents and lnfluence
40 dlapel the many myths that had gained credence among the Ryukywa |

people.

w on that

 Tonlght, although I ses many of the same faces I

occasion, the men and women behind those faces aze not the sam

Tha Golden Gate Club has moved a long way forward. You need no
longer to look forward o a time when you may be asked to accept séme

of the leadership In thess Islands; you are having leadershlp thrust upon
you. The basts for this change ls your acceptance of responsibilisies,

‘and your demonstrated competence. Same perhaps are finding leadership |
10 be a chancy business, and a lonely one. Soms may bave rejected
leadership to stay & part of the faceless crowd.  But all of you have,

In the months since June 1962, faced the realities yourselves, and have

‘made an effort to have your fellow Ryukyuans do s0.

" Tonight we will step from last year's theme Into a short dlscussion

of one area where a myth contlnues to prevall over reallty; that s, lnto

that words«befogged area misnamed omy. " Ican find no general

understanding in the Ryukyus of what autcnomy means, O includes, or

implles. At some point of your studles you probably have heard or have

|
read the story of the five blind men of Indostan who were called upanto | ‘
|
|



examine and then deacribe an clephant. The flrst blind man, bappened to
| solse the

lephant'

tall and satd, "An elephast s much like & rope.
and concluded that

an elephant 1s much ltke a tree. The third accldentally walked ato the
antmal

| Another touched ons of the anim

slde, and decided that an slephant s much like & wall, And so
©n. Ihave observed something of 4 same kind of approach to "autonveays
any person's understanding s In terma of his own experlences,

By deflaition "autonomy" means self-government. Carrylag this

definition to its loglcal concluston, the sutoncm|

in the Ryukyus
Islands are striving for self-government without any outelde control.
This, tn turn, means they advocate soverelgnty. Yot do they? If ono
would belleve what he re:

e in the press, and what he hears sald by the

-styled spokesmen for the péople, the meaning of autonomy s grossly
misunderstood; or the word L being used with the deliberate lntent to
decelve. Government s a practical busineds, not a plpe dream or the
crylng of slogans by pressure groups. Goverament is the Art of the
Possible, and what ls por |

Ible here s far from autonomy. For la the
Ryukyu Islands, we can only have delegations of responsibllity from one

level of government to anothor.

I we aze to face reality, wo must conclude that autonomy for the
division, s Impossible. It
18 50 more possible with a State, of a proviace, or & prefectural

Ryukyus, or any area that is 1 pol

government than It Is under the United States Clvil Adminlstration as
provided by Artlcle III of the Tt

ty of Peace with Japan. Autonomy

at the present time s & myth; it doss not exist.. And it wen't exist valer




you Ryukyuans determiae of your own free wills that you wish enc.c o\ain
to0 become an Independent nation-state. | ‘

As the man on the ground who has the ultimate responsibllity for
these Islands, 1 shall limit mysel o the poliical reallty, not talk of
commplete froedom to act with or without commensurate responaibility
and with or without a showlag of capacy to act.

1t 1a the policy of the United States "o carry on & Continuous

[ ¥eview of governmental functions In the Ryukyu Islands to determine
when and under what clreumstances additlonal functlons can be delegated
to the Government of the Ryukyu Ialands," Such a review la continuously

2 in progre In conaldering the tranefer of functlons, Iam Impelled to

conslder the degree of "responalbllity" and of "capabllity" (s

measured
By achlevement) rather than the hus and cry after “autonomy. . The
o Executive Order provides that In the exercise of hls authority, the

Secretary of Defense "shall encourags the development of an effectlve

and responsible Ryukyuan Government, " Ia stmple torms, this meane |

| functlons will be delegated to the Government of the Ryukyu lslands a8

It become

that government develops responsibillty and Stfective.,

Whea 18 a government responalble? My answer ls:
logated to e,

1. When it accepts those dutles and taski

- not slmply the prerogatives which ars the uasubstestial trapplags of g

; 2. When it genulnely seeks to bettex the weltare of all of
the people; 5 :

I

i

| 1] sovernment;
G 2

i

| When it genulnely considers ttself, and s varlous -

members, as the servants of iy people; i <




0

4. When It la willing to take all steps which legitimately

belong to it and which are necessaryt
t0 govern properly

10 promote the development of the economy, and the soclety;

|

tor

the gensral standard of llving.

When ls a government sffective? My answes st When It porforme

its logitimate functlons efflcleatly, with maximum results in terms of
Politcal stabiliy and ia terms of the general walfare, at mintmum cort
; £ the taxpayer, i

The Government of the Ryukyus can earni and is earning, &

greater ares of responsibillty by demonstrating:

its willlngness to accept the responsibility for Its actions

and declstons; and,

its abllity o perform the functlons of government with
competence. Functions camnot be transferred where thers bas been 3 i
clear demonstration that It 1s anly the powsx that ls wanted and not the
responsibility.

Neither can functions be transforred when it s clear, on the basts

of the record, that to do 80 would benefit some spectal lnterest group at
the expense of the taxpayer or some privileged segment of soclety to ¢

the neglect of the general population.

Anyone who conducts an cbjectlve examination of the actioas of
the Leglslative and Executive Branches of the Government of the Ryukyu




" of vislence that &

Lolands s bound to conclude that this Goveramest has bebaved responsidly | /

and effoctivoly in some tnstances, and irresponsibly and laeffoctively

in othors. I s In thoss areas characterized by effective and responsibic
performance to which greater responsbility has sccrued almost
automatically and will continue to accrue.

On & number of occastons responsibility delegated to the Government|
of tha Ryukyu lelands has not been acceptod by that Government, althaugh
the Government selzed without hesitation the power offered. Letme Fl |

provide cne or two examplest

1.’ The Government of the Ryukyu Islands was made the
custodtan of the unemployment Insurance fund at the time enabling
Logislation was enacted. This fund does hot beleng to the Government of
the Ryukyu Islands, The money came from employses and employers,
and it belongs to the workers who will recelve benefits from It. The
Government of the Ryukyu Islands mozely holds the fund ln trust for the
workers.  Yet, there have been numerous attempts to divert thls fund

t0 purposes other than for the baneflt of the workers. The threst tothe

Integrity of this fund persisted until leglslation providing minlmun

 mecessary protaction finally was enacted.

2. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands bas consistently
refused to difforentiate between actions that may result ln a modleum .,

part of a labor dispute, and acts of violence which

are not a part of that dispute but are I fact criminal acts. The Government

Jas tonded to regard all actions duriag & labor dlspute 88 Fart of  diepate.




This contention ls untenable {rpm a legal polnt ef view; it 1o a fraud
perpetrated upon the eatire community by the suthoritles who are
zesponsible to the community for its peace and tranqullityi and, &t

constitutes a refusal o the part of the Government to take responsibility.

3. The case of the two competing sugar mills tn

Nishihara area s an example of an evasion of responsibility. It was

known that theze was no econom|c Justlfication for establishment of fwo

sugar mills across the street from each other, $o compete with the

same farmers for sugar cane. Yet the Government of the Ryukyu Islands
licensed the two mills, In this act there was no consideration of the
stfoct on the pocpl of the area or on the Ryukyusn econcmy a8 & whole.
Today, the farmers, the mill owners, and the overnment of the Ryukys
Islands, which was recklassly irrasponsible in this matter and In at

Least one other of a simllar nature, are {rantically trylng to rationaliz

the sugar Industry, while at the same time seeking to avold the declaton

0 bave bigger and therefore fewor mills to meet the competition from

elaewhere,

4. For many years the banks of the Ryukyu Islands we_o
permitted to operate with almost complete license, 1 say license rathor
than freedom, for here agaln, we fInd a gross abuse of trust by the y,.....r(
44 the government. As oaly one example of malpractics I thls area,
dizectors were permltted to make unsecured loans o the commerclal |

corporations which they headed. The

urce of those funds was the money
of the hundreds of depositors, large and small, who entrusted thelr




savings to the banks. Such behavior would constitute 3 feloay atmost
anywhere olss. The Government of the Ryukya lslands refused to act,
and instead weakly sought to evids its responsibilities and shift the bla

t0 the United States Administration.

Ihave given only a fow examples, smong other possible examplo

of situations whereln the Executive Branch of the Government of the |

Ryukya Telsads fatled to meet Its responstbility and vas Ineflective.
dom 0 act 1t |

At tho same time It had all of the responsibility and fr
needed to fulfill the trust reposed ia it by its own people.

The Leglslature of the Ryukyn Islands, similazly, bas st times |
it e B
hlstoryi the 1962 session provides pertinent examplest

1. The Medlcal Sorvice Bill falled to provide necessary annual
t

tnspections to insure that hospitals, clialcs, and midwifery homes m
mintmum standards for the protection of the public. The penalty for
Vviclations of law was wholly Inadequate to malatain professional standards,

and would not have eliminated or even seriously tmpeded lliegal practice:

2. The Legislature attempted to authorlse an unfustified use
of taxpayers" money when, In Its draft of the "Workmen's Accident
Compensation Bill, " it 50 worded the bill as to place oa the taxpayers
the normal snd proper lability of the employer for Ga~tha-job tnjiarlen
suffered by workers. ¥

The Legialature, like the Executive Branch, has Heen delegated
sufficlent authorlty to enact all of the leglslation that ls nesded for the
‘Benefit of the Ryukyusn people. I fatlures to do so camnot be laid st



o to it authority

the door of the High Commissioner for failiag to dele
£ act and to charge It with responsibllity £or ts actions.

The Judicial Branch, by the nature of lts dutles and responsibilities,

has the best record of accepting responsibllities, and of accomplishments

In meeting them. It therefora has probably the widsst responsibilities.

Yet, there are examples here of procrastination where there should be
speedy justice before the law, of countenancing profsssional standards
in attorneys which are lower than one would wish.

‘Where does this lead us? Why this dwelling oa mistakes and i
fallures? My intent has been for It to lead us to look deeply lnto the i

beazt of a myth and see It for what It ls. K you young men and women,

Who are destined to be the leaders of your community, who, In fact,

are already the leadors, can recogatss this myth for the rabble-rouslng,

excuslag, alibl for fallures, then you have indeed taken snother long

step forward,

The Ryukyu Islands teday have the freedom of choice sad actlon;
Your government has had all necessary power delogated to It to meet the
needs of the Ryukyusn community. None of the sectors of this communlty,
economle or soctal, are tn a position of belng tutored; or of
Seig o oltca vasalage, o o nt bela alawed t ke s ova
mistakes. 4

polittea!

In the Ryukyus, as elsewhere, men must eara the xight to wield
power, political, or economic, or socials it I8 not to be bestowed




cazelessly upon the adolescent, the weakling, oF the incompetent, no
matter how loudly be may shout for . Acceptance of respansibility |

ter responsibilities; demonstrated competence draws |

for complete freedom from all restraints,

for power to rule without responsibility or demenstrated corapetence (s
4 falee "asplration of the peoplo. ! It ls, uawittingly or wantonly, &

scraen to hide Incompstence; irresponsibllity; dlsloyalty to the communlty

which vested authorlty ix it; or it s a shield for Special Interest and
Speclal Privilege battening on the remalnder of the community.

Seo It for what It s and reject It § ‘

It ts, in fact, almost the last myth left t0 the political backs and

economie quacks.

% |
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