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T ORUM.. Some Americans I Met In Buffalo |

t Winter in Buffalo, northern New York, is early to come and stays longer than it does in most
areas in the United States, Last winter, 1965-66, the first snow fell at the end of October, and a heavy
snow storm hit before and during Thanksgiving holidays. After that Buffalo was covered with white

until April,

Seeing icicles through the win-
dow growing bigger day by day,
Raj, my roommate from India,
and I used to tell each other how
sunny and colorful summer was
in southern India and in Okinawa.
Raj and I met each other on the
day of our arrival in Buffalo at
the foreign students office and de-
cided to share an apartment to-
gether.

Raj is still in Buffalo working
for her second M.S. in biology at
the University of Buffalo. She
holds an M.S. from a university
in India and had taught at a we-
men's college in Hyderabad for
seven years before coming to the
United States on a Fulbright
scholarship. But she has to have
a master’s degree from a U.S. uni-
versity to achieve a doctorate in
the U.S,

Nancy, a young glamorous art
teacher, was our landlady. She
had rented the second floor of a
house, which had three bed
rooms. She was a divorcee dating
her ex-husband, who was a senior
psychology student at the univer-
sity, They had been married for
two years when they were sepa-
rated a year before we started
living together.

They were planning to remarry
in spring upon his graduation.
The reason for their divoree was,
according to Nancy, the fact that
she supported her student hus-
band, which caused mental un-
balance between them. Avoiding
falling into the same trap again,
she was preparing herself for a
happy second marriage with the
same man.

Nancy used to go to group psy-
chiatric therapy two nights a
week. She paid some two thou-
sand dollars a year to the therap-
ist, which made her feel certain
she would be happy. She thought
it was just like Luying a happy
life for the future.

Raj and I had to move out of
the house to let Nancy's husband
in. Their re-engagement, however,
was broken again right before we
moved out. We do not know the
reason, for we never asked Na
e e L L A

for it. Nancy also moved out on
the same day we did. She gave
many things to us, for she did not
want to take the past with her.
She left the place, which was to
be home-sweet-home when she
married again, with her pet mon-
key in the middle of winter.

One more thing to be mention-
ed about Nancy is that she paint-
ed herself in the nude, looking at
a mirror in-her room, at night. It
took about ten days for her to
finish the painting. She displayed
the picture in the living room
which the three of us shared.
Anyone who knew Nancy could
tell that she was the model of the
picture. Raj stopped taking her
friends home for tea on Sunday
afternoons, which had been her
pleasure.

An old couple, who lived down-
stairs with a huge grouchy dog,
were the owners of the house.
They looked like thezy had lived
for more than a hundred years in
the same place in the same way.
The man himself said he was
ninety-seven. His wife was a sick
person; she looked like a cast-off
skin. They never went out of the
house and rarely had visitors.

They looked at the world
through their window. Anyone
coming close to the house had to
be barked at and stared at
through the window. They tried
to be nice to us and asked us to
visit them. They had a big photo
of a young, nice-looking man in
uniform in the best place of their
living room. When I asked who it
was, the old man answered it was
his wife's ex-husband, who was an
officer on a merchant ship, I
never understood why they proud-
ly displayed the picture.

“Is Tokyo as big as Buffalo?”
is the question I was asked by
the old man more than several
times. The population of Buffalo
is 58,000, excluding its wide-
spread suburbs. Each time I simp-
ly answered, “Yes.”

There was a professor of ma-
thematics living with the old
couple. He had been a Rumanian
until he was naturalized ten years
g s

before. He had breakfast with the }
couple, Every evening at 6 o'clock H
he went out for dinner, regard- H
less of the weather. We often saw
him standing at a corner of our
street or sitting with a cup of
coffee at a nearby hotdog place.
He had no mail coming and no
friends to visit with. E

A middle-aged man living in
the attic was another member of

the household. He was a son of g

the old woman downstairs. He
was mentally retarded. He helped
us take out garbage and shovel
snow. He rarely ate with his
parents. He slept or at least stay-
ed in his room most of the time
and went out to buy bread and
milk whenever he was hungry.

Mrs. Katz was a lady living
next door with her husband and
a four-year-old daughter. She was
a secretary at the university,
interested in foreign student af-
fairs. She was a young, nice-look-
ing and likable person. One even-
ing my roommate and I were in-
vited by her for coffee, and there
we met her husband. As soon as
we finished introducing one an-
other, the man said he had a ter-
rible headache. During our con-
versation he became more and
more melancholy,

Mrs. Katz told us later that her
husband had just returned from
a hospital, after spending two
months in the hospital's psy-
chiatric clinic. He had had a men-
tal breakdown a year before that,
when he was teaching at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkley.
He holds a doctor's degree in in-
organic chemistry from Harvard.

Dr. Katz had been doing re-
search on a subject for seven
years and was about to complete
it when he found out someone
else just completed research on
the same exact subject. He was
sure that the scholar had stolen
his data. Sinee then he does not
trust anyone. He wants to go to
the Orient where, he thinks, ma-
terialism is not so dominant as to
force anyone to steal someone
else's research data.
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