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Report to Mayor Bowron by Alfred Cohn on several

phases of the investigation into Japanése matters.
These reports in each instance reflect the viewpoint
of Jaggﬁese of American birth who possess great intel-
ligence or a greater degree of loyalty to the Uniteq

States than the majority of Japanese of American birth.

Much of this material, éspecially the section

dealing with the political situation, 1s reasonable .

conjecture for which proof is not obtainable. The #itua—

tion, as you know, 1s very complex and it is next to

- impossible to see the picture in its entirety. It

strikes me that the whole situztion is dependent chﬂefly
|

on future economic conditions and if we can get togqther
|

on an economic¢ program designed to take care of the{

Japanese agriculturists we will go a long way toward

solving the problem.
All aspects of the Japanese situation, economic,_

social and political, are Inter-related and it is

difficult to draw any definite line of demarcation.;
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THE ECONOMIC PROBLEM OF THE JAPANESE PEOPLE AND THEIR MORALE‘TCDAY

Since the outbreak of war between Jepan and these United 3tates,
the economic structure of the Japanese compnunity has been verglng on
a total ccllapse. This has a direct effect upon shattering the

morale of the pecwvle,

: . o
At the outbreak of hostilitles, the entlre Japanese community was

*

shocked, Issel as well as Wesel were indignant at Japan's treacherous

attack on Pearl Harbor. Together these groups faced the trying situ~

ation witlr & caim confidence in thne high guality of Americaniléadership.
' I ‘
From the general public, too, there was a spirit of democ#atic

tolerance. It was recognized that the Japanese 1in America w?re on the

whole culturally and psychologically far apart from those of%their

race in Japan. Thus the local Japanese morale was good, desplte the
. ‘ ;
\

B

ifigs at the Frankiin D. Roosevelt Librty

economic shutdown immediately followling Dec. Tth.

Succeeding events shook this morale, hcewever, with the result that

e . W te 4 1
£ today the morale of the Javanese public 1s bhadly shaken, Rumors of
F e . ;

R mass evacuation distunb the people. The ITssel arve so completely

- N : '

[T} - |

Ew rattied that many of them welcome the thought of the security
& ‘

=4

internment affords them.

The& nave no leadership among their own psople. Their Isé@éz
leaders have nearly all been lnterned or jalled and the 1eadérship
of the Japanese community has fallen upon the shoulders of the Niseil.
But the Hisel leaders are confused and panlcky, proper 1eadefship
is sadly lacking. Many of them have not earned the publilc trust and
their efforts to restore community morale has not been encouﬁaging.
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30 the Nisei as-a whole are shaken. They see the ecoﬁomic
structure of the Japanese community crumiding. They are young; with-
an average age of 21, and due to their heritage suffer racial
restrictions. Today nearly 25 percent of them arse unemployed. A
complete shutdown of all soufces of income confronts them. The spectre
of starvation for themselves and their families haunts their dreams. They ¥
wallk like people mentally exhausted. The majorlty of them ar; loyal
Americans apnd they want to do the right,thing to aid America ﬁip the
. war, Naturally their morale is being lowered as their 1iveli£dods

|
|
. are taken away. Hungry people are llable to commit acts which in

thelr normal minds would be unthinkable.
They hold a deep faith in thelr country.and in Democracy %o they

look to their Government gfor help and advice.

The Kibei, American-born Nisel educated In Japan, volce tﬁe fears
of the Tssel and the bewilderment of the Nisei. They are cul&urally
attuned to Japan, yet by cholce returned to America determined to be
good Americans because they are satisfied that Amgrica offers;most
in the way of economic and political advantages.

These people are a longly group. They find 1t difficult to become

. Reproduced frori e hbiiigs atfoe;Frankiin D. Boosevelt Lirary--

assimilated into either the Issei or Nisel groups. Mcst of them are

as complete strangers to their own kin duvue teo the long sevaration

from them.

A1l these classes offer varying praoblems. -

These problems must be solved, and solved now, for when conditlons
become 30 aggravated that they becomes unbearable, they peopl% will
surely be fit subjects for fifth-column propaganda and tha;efore
potential sources of subversive acts, |

since the evacuation of farmers, fishermen, and other grodpé of
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aliens from the 27 defense arcas wnich is scheduled for Feb. Eﬁtb,
1942, and the majority of small truck farmers supplylng the 10?&1
produce markets are located in areas adjapent to defenss projegté and
plants, it can readily be seen that a serious dislocation in the local
economic strﬁcture of the Jepanese community will occur.

By this is meant that several of the main sources of incom% for
the Japanése community will be shut off and the economic struc%ufe
will be on ﬁhe verge of & complete breakdown. |

Also evacuation of the Japanese Tarmers from the defense areas will
ereate a serious vaccuum in the industry. The inmediate loss Efitheir

crops is certain to affect the fresh vegetable markets of eleven

‘e |
western states. This is & serious condition affecting the prograun of
civilian defense toward winning the war for Anmerica.

It cannot be too strongly stressed heres that the problem o%i
evacuation and/ or internment of the Iséei as & group or as inﬁividuals
must necessarily deal with the welfare of the Nisei as the two groups
are closely related sconomically. Also many of thg‘Nisei are still
minors in their teens and are dependent for support and guldance upon
their Issei parents. Evacuation and / or inbternment of the Isgei,
therefore, necessarily must méan the evacuation and / or interhment
of these younger Nissl.

Further, the problem of what to do with these people is oné that
will tax tﬁe intelligence of the Government and civic leaders énd the
resources of America, or at least the local counties.

Since it is believed that the Federal Government has decléred
that the problem of caring for these people would fall on the%cqunties

in which they reside, and the majority of these countyies are already

overtaxed 1n caring for indigents now on their‘relief rolls, the
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\
|
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|
problem of caring for - properly housling and feeding these peo

ple is
that should merit nation-wide attentiomn. ‘

Suggested, therefore, is a Congressional Investigation inﬁo‘the
problem by some group Tamiliar with housing and immigration problems
such as the Toland Conmittee.

Should the prbblem be worked out through some colonizatioﬁ plan,
the problem of {inding scme mens of livlihoed for the npeople Qii
arise with the emphasis placed upon training the Nisei for taﬁks
contributing to the nation's welfare, and utilizing the technfc#l

skills and training of & large number of Nisel salready prepared

for highly speclalized work.

By this method, the nation should be able tc do justice tc .a

people who have vroved their cltizenship gquelifications and aﬁ the
i 1

. ‘ . -
same time help them to continue to contribute to America's program

. |
for winning this war.
|

ane
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have been jingolstic and inflaymetory, carrying definitely pro-axis

11s

’.).n
e

articles. They pralised Hitler as z great lesder &g have folloved
b Do ke

campalipgns with gleeful relish, At times they heve been openly critical

of imerican institutions ard ideals. The Enrplie: sectlons at ¢he outset

1y

of the Chine %var end up till the last year or so have been vacillsting,

sometimes favorable to Japan and Cermany. They heave manfullm attenpted

strecddling the fence ss they feared the cdispleasure of the 1Uge1 if they
. . . - i . B |
took z definite pro-Americen stand. dowever, Iin the last severzl years,

|
|
at least cince the beginning of the national energency, they m%oe tneir
!
\

chioice enc came out in petriotic colors. The entire tone and tener of the
i

Inglish sections have definitely changed for the beiier. Since the war
. - . - . ~ - ] . 3
they have becowme even iwore patriotic, refle t¢1? the seme degree of chang

25 occured 1in &1l American vapers,

L

IT the recﬂonsnh111tr for the opinions held by isseis| can be lei

>

to a single door it woulc Uﬂdoubteml” rest on the doorsten of Mr. Sei
Fujii, editor and publisher of fhe Xeshu Meinichi (not interned due +o
J1i,

illness, but under strict surveillance). Iir, Fujii wase originally quite =

hero in the eyes of the Japanese due to his legal efforts on benalfl of the

l_.l-

Jepenese farmers. He started his papers about ten yeasrs ago,fspe alizging
in the orientzl brand of yellow journalism. In order to win popularity in
the rurel districts he reqorteu to all types of camuaigns., Vhen the Sinc
Jepanese clash began, he irmedisately began to beat the wer Grums. He was
the one to first suggest and initicte the war fund campaign (céllecting

o

rioney to ald the Japanese wer fund) against the zdvice of Consul Hori.

1
He subsequently launchecd & vitriolic atteck on the consul and was vartly

other vost. O0Ff &ll the Japanese

;,_J

respensible for FHori being noved to

pepers, the Kashu Mainichi has been the most 1n”1ammatory the most viciously

a

un-American. It is the paper which has hed the mosth emotjonal‘a“uea to the

lower class farming elements.
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A BRIET SURVEY OF JAPANEGE VENNACULAR NEWSPAPERS IN AMLRTICA

There are Japanece »apers to be found in practically every large

coast town with a Japanese populztior, Efeattle, Tacomz, San Francisco,

'3

Oazkland, DLos hngeles, etc. These papers are all similer in nature, with
glightly varying editorial policles,depending upon the individual owner.

kn exwvosition of the Los Angeles Japanese paders should state the case
for a1l of these dailies on the coast. |

|
There are three Japanese vernauclar dailies sublished lin Los

£

fngeles, besides a few weekli of’ minor importance. They are,in the

order of their importance:

THE RAFU SHIMPO (L. A. JAPAN¥SE DAILY WE®S) 104 W. Los Angeles 8t.

JAPAN CALIFORNIA DAILY NEWS (KASHYU MAINICHT) 339 ®. 2nd St.
SANGYO NIPPO DAILY, 327 Jackson St,

A11 of these papers are bi-lingusl, having both Japahese and Fnglish

sections. The main portion of the papers, however, has been devoted to
the Japanese reading public since they are the ones that cannot}be reached
|
. . !
by the Americen papers. They, zlso, are the ones controlling the weath

of the Japanese community. In the last several years, with the growing

maﬁurity of the nisel group and their developing economic indeﬁendence,
the Fnglish sections have been growing in size.

One of tnese tiree newspapers reaches every Japanese family in
Southern California. In fact, there is hardly a family or aApefséﬂ of

Japanese extractions who does not subseribe or have access Lo ome Japanese

tn
_ 04‘

deily. The Refu Shimpo may be found ss far south =5 the Hexican border and

s far north as Guadalupe. The other two papers are somewhat more liamited

&
in the zrea that thev cover. Thnerefore, these periodicals zre one of the

most important mediums in wmolding opinion among the Japanese.
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have the same latin root.

living, consecuently had 1le

not mix with Caucasian

Tn many ways they were

most of

have attained mastery due to association with Amervican .

q

cpanese language

1,-,

oeErs ar

a1

thé-minute news carn resch

there weould le a complete

concerned. It would prove

beginning to crack.

sons Tor Existence
papers were

can only

T% is much more

grouns and
handi

them were discourag

tlaek-out of

very

& necessity to the Japas

resd Jepanese. This condition of course, 1s

4

difficulties tlﬁy encountered in tTVl to

cifficult for & Japanese to lezrn Enzlish

or an Italian to do so, since these langusges all
Then too, the Japanese had to work narder for a
gs time To cultivate their English. They could

.

thereby pick up a knowledze of the language

cenped In thelr attempt to learn English and so
ed almost from the very beginning, although a few
|
zroupsl, ete. These
:

e therefore tThe only mediunm uthuih‘Wb ch up-to-
the Javenese., If these papers are discontlnued

newsg g for

Jolting for & morale which

Trend and Content of Papers prior to Var

The major portion of the news carried in the Japanese;sections of
these papers is of Japanese corigin, namely the Domeil relesses. Consecuently,
the Japanese people for four or five yesrs have been glutted witﬁ pro-axis
propaganda, gnd heing simople people of 1ittle education they ha 2ve heen
greatly inlluenced ty wilitaristic ideoclogy. It is an 1ptei ,hing_pheno—_
merion that most ofAthese reople have completely seperated their political

nterest In Japanese

everydey existence,

concues

1

ts and

It has been one ol the distinguishing feztures of CEl o“ these
papers that the English sections and the Japsnese sections preSented entire-
1y divergent views. Up to the begirming of the wer the Japanese sections
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have been jingolstic and inflewmetory, carrving definitely vro-axis
articles., They voraised liitler ass & Srest lesder 10 have follo\ ed his

campeligns with gleeful relish., At times they have teen openly critical

of iZrericen institutions ard ideals. fhe English sections at the outset
‘of the Ching Var and up till the last year or o have been vacillating,

sometimes favoreable to Japan and Germeny. They hsve manfullj attenpted
gtreddling the fence ss they feared ihe displeasure of the iséei if they
took & definite pro-American siand. However, in the lest seje:al vears,

at least since the beginning of the national energency, they made thelr

choice znd came out in vatriotic colors, The entire tone enr‘teror of the

-

Inglish sections have definitely changed for the better. Since the war

they have become even iiore ¢tr1011c, reflecting the same degree of change

}..1.

£8 occured Iin sll Lmerie

2y}

n papers, |

I the responsibility for the opinions held by isseiﬁ can be lzid
to a sihgle door it woull undoubtedly rest on the doorstep of ﬁr. Sel
Fujii, editor and publisher of the Keshu HMeinichi (nou interned due to

illness, but under strict surveillance). Hr, Fujii was originally quite =

. —_

hero in the eyes of the Jananese due to his legal efforts on behalf of the

Japenese farmers. He started his papers sbout ten years ago,]specializingl
in the orientsl brand of yellow Journalismn, - In order to win p¢pularity in
the rural districts he resorted to all types of cenpsigns. Vhen the Sine
Jepanese clash began, he immedizately began to beat the vweor drums. . He was

the one to first suggest and initiste the war fund campalgn (collecting

the advice of ConsuliHori;

rioney to aid the Jananese war fund) sgainst

\ .
Ee subsequently launched a vitriolic zstteick on the consul and n- vartly
Tespons :ible for Hori reing moved to another vest.,  OF cll the Jppenese

papers, the Kashu ldainichi has been the most inflammatorr the most viciously
M 2 J ;

. L
18 had the most emofional lanpeal to the

|—1

mn-Americen., It is the paper wiich

lower class farming elements.
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The largest anc most influentizl paper in Los Angeles 1s the Rs
fhimpo whose publisher, B, Komesi, ond editor &. Suzuki, are now interned
\

k!

through moral pressure by the Xashu

)
&
w
}__‘)
o
-3
0
o
~

in ¥Montana. This naper
wainichi to actively support the war fund campaigns, the patriotic sevings
(sikoku chokin) and other pro-Jepen getivities. Ve believe that it was
ezeinst the best nrzciical judgmeﬂt of the editoris and pub1iqhe% that this
support was given. Hovever, the Kashu .einichi toolk the att Jthge that any
one or aﬁy peper who would not zctively supvort such campaigns%were unpatrio~

tic to Japan. This forced the Rafu Shimpo to fall in line s hey found

“‘ c+

g sam

themselves in denger of losing their circulation.

Fs

b : . o

= Nevertheless, the Paiu Shimpo has alweys bteen the mo t conservative
T i ) ' R

2. and temperate of &1l the local papers., All or most of the staff are corme-
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tent, sight into the ltU“Lloﬁ ofr
course, this paver s well ag all the others have ‘been fesa dring Domel news
principally, therefore its somewhat beligperent tone.

The smallest Japanese dally is the Sangyo Hippo which is subsi-

dized by the large farmers of this district. It features farm news orin-

EDRE

cipally, giving daily market quotations, etc. It has, however, been almost

‘ ch;o'iiuccifl .f!';_:i 5

ag bad as the Xashu ¥einichi in its treatment of front page news. Its
editor is Ko Murai who has been recently picked up, One of the members of

n

its steff, ¥r. Shinichi Kete has also been jagiled. Zato was one of the men
who returned to Japan lest Hovenmber to.attend the 2600 anniversary celebra-
tion of the Japsnese Fmpire. At this time he made a shortwave‘broadcast
tirected at the Jzpanese in iAmerica asking thew to actively support the
war effort of Japan. He a@lsc stoted thet the nisei should participate
also,

The Sangyo Nippo hes been & negligible elewment cue to

s small

.vor hecause

end limited circulstion but since the war it is gaining rapic It

e

of its policy of printirg war news, wheress all the.octher papers, especislly
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the Rafu Shimpo, evidence & Tendency to tone down war news.

The finasncial set-up of these Japanese paners ig interesting

-

indeed. OF the three pspers the Haifu Shimpo 1s the only one thet is
supported solely by subscriptions snd advertising. The Keshu Lainichi

fincs 1t necessery now andthen He sclicite money from Booster Cluhbs,

ct

Thesze Clubs e&re scattered around the sgricultureal centers of Southern
California; the most influential one beiny found in Gardena, Thie dis-

!

‘tricts where these "Kemai' (populer abbreviated name for Kashu Hainich)

"booster clubs are loczted haeve been particulerly pro-Javnanese.! The Cangvo
) R o i & [

Hippo has been subsidized by the farmers groups but it has gone considera—
bly in debt and has constantly been on the verge of collapse.

The truth is thet three independent Japanese newspapers are oo

meny for the smell public thet they serve,. The totel circulation is
|

limited to thie number of Japsnese in the district. 8o there i$ & contin-

uous circulation war., If one paper becomes pro-Japanese, the ?thers mast

follow suit in order to retain their circulations.
As far as we cen determine there has been no actual dictating of
velicy by Japanese propaganda agents or the consulete, There?was consgi-

derable moral coercion there can be no doubt. However, mucli of the nro-
axis sentiments developed as a natursl sequence after tie instigation of
certairn groups.

The newspaper propagsnda worked both ways. First the papers
fanned up pro-axis sentiment at the outbreal of the fino Jananese ﬁar. The

Japanese community (especislly in Little Tokyc proper where the greatest

congestion of Japanese occurs) took up the song and forced the papers to
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become more and more definite in their stand for Japan. This ﬁas considered
guite right anc pfoper at that time. They felt that they should support
Javan morally and financislly whenever rossible. However, at all times
they remained grateful for America's bounty.

With the worsening of relstions between the Unlted State and
Janan we feel that some of the papers might have reazlized the nece551ty
of changing their attitude but by this time they had done their work too

well and it was practically impossible to undo it without 1ncurr*1nb the

dlspleasure of their reasders and advertisers. There was some tOHWPE down

but not suff1c1entlv. After the freezing order and during the ﬁnterlr wWhen
war clouds began to gather they began to sober up and edltornally, hoped
for improved relations. No one realized that it would actually come to

hostilities, Had they reslized the gravity of the situation We feel that

they would have piped another tune.

Content and Condition of Papers after the War ﬁ

On the evening of December 7 the Rafu Shimpo printed a small war

‘bulletin followed by severzl others on the next day. Then theg missed one

full edition but soon reappeared with news censored by mutual consent by

the temporary newspaper committee of the iAnti-Axis Committee. However,

after & short period, this practice was no longer deemed necessary and

was discontinued. Now all these papers are printing news according to

their own discretion. The Kashu Mzinichi waes closed for severzal weeks
after the war but was reopened and is operating today. ‘

Of course, the English sections of these papers whichiare run by
nisei are beyond reproach as far as their editorial poliecy or ﬁreatment

of the news is concerned. These Eng11Qh sections are limited yn sp&ace,
\
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A% mogt they have but two pages daily, some of which is filled wWith

-

adverticing. Hatters of

editorial nature are covered in the enlarged

Sunday editions. Very little world news is printed. Local news tekes
up most space. At the present time, several full columns of the Rafu Shin
are used in listing the names of people contributing to the Bomber Fund.
Editorials are seldom to be seen, although they were frequent aﬁ the
beginning of the war. It seemc to be the nolicy of the English%sections

to refrain from printing discouraging news, fearing the collapse of nisei
\

. - Y
morale. On the other hand, this seems to have lulled many nisei. into &

feeling of fqlse security which inhibits cuick zctions in mattefsfof
|

importance, ' |

The Raifu Shirmpo Japenese section is the best of the Jaﬁaﬁese
sections. | The criticism zimed at this paper by the Javsnese feading
~public is that it does not contain enough or hardly any actual ﬁar news.
It is natural for the Javanese to want this news,

Today tne Japanese section oi the Rafu Shimpo is very subdued,

It prints some war news teken frowm A.P. and U.P. dispatches, tranLatlﬂn

) chroi:]‘_uc;:d

df regulations pert g to allen status and local news of tle‘Japanese
community. There is. very little editorializing done through thé columms
which are not particularly encouraging in nature. Some-001Umns,jin dis-
cussing the possibility of evacuation, say that if such en eventuality
should occur the Japanese shoulé accept it grecefully, etc.,etc. The
paper stregses the fact that Javenese a2liens owe feelty to the country
of-their residence and that they should remsin lzw-abiding and cboperaé

; tive, carrying on in & normel menner. Day by day, the pro-fimericazn tone

of' the paper increases, especially since the meeting held Jan. 19 in the

AL

B \
T

this meeting, members of the Anti-Axis Committee, the Nisei Writers!

City Hall, which was called by the Hollywood Writers Mobilization.

Group who were working in conjunction wlth the Hollywood Writers under 013
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¥avor Powron, ané menbers of the staff of the‘Bafu ohimpo were vpresent.
The editor of the Rafu Shimpo, Togo Tanaka, was asked whether or not the
Japanese section was constructively pro-American and whether it carried
any editorials of this nature. Tanaka was cgulte emphatic in stressing the
pro-~American stand of the paper and asserted thet many editorials of this
type were carriec, which was not cuite sccording to the facts%of the case.
Since that timé; however, they have been careful. Although féw ecditorials
have appeared, articles of the type that would be inflammatory or would
give vicarious satisfaction to fascigt mincded Japanese have préctically

: |
|

Due to the peculiarities of the Japanese language it%is nossible

. to write articles vhich, upon literal translation, would seemﬁperfectly

. . X . s as . i
innocuous but, by inference, would be misguiding,il not actually pro-
Jspanese. Thie type of writing is utilized by the Kashu Mainichi yet,

£ statement cof the American or 4llied victories would be prefaced by it

‘seems or Mit is belleved" or similar phrases designed to cast doubt upon

. the verity of the renorts.

The Kashu Mainichi Japanese section now under the leaéership of
Akires Ttami, leader of the Kibei.division of the Japanese American Citi-~
zens League, is more vigorous in handling of news. By inference they
have been printing the type of news which their readers want. Itami,
under the influence of Sei Fujii, has béen one of the most disruptive
and nro-axis forces among the kKibel group. Translation of all ariicles
written by this man would prove illuminating. ‘
It has been the »nolicy c¢f the Japanese section of the Sangyo

Nippo to print the most importent war bulletins. These articles are

transletions of U,P., and A.P. releases. ' ‘
‘ L
!
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The financizal condition of both the Xashu Mainichi and the Sangyo
Nippo has been particularly orecaricus sinece the war, With increasin
Px ¥k

unemployment among the Javenese and the closirg down oI business houses,

etc., which will certeinly sifect theéir subseription, it is a foregone

conclusion. that the two smaller papers will eventuslily close doﬁn; The

Eafu Shimpo is the only paper which has wuch change of surviving, finan-

ciglly. As yet, &ll papers are continuing operations,
Lfter tne war, the papers trensferred legal ownership ﬁnfo nisel
hands. The Rafu Shimpo was transferred to Togo Tanaka, editor pfithe
i
English section and Akire Komei, son of the publisher who had béen
interned,

The Sangyo Lippo transferred ownership to George Watanab?, editor
!
of its Fnglish section, & few days before the publisher, Ko Murai, was

finally apprehended.

A thorough study of the newspapers would be advisable. The

strategy of propaganding issel and kibeil should be discussed with an

effective pro-fmerican propaganda campaign instituted immediately. Ve

_ chro'('.l;udcd‘

TN

feel that the majority of the disloyal or neutral issei elewent could

be definitely neutralized or made positivéely loyal by correct educational

methods. That such measures have not been taken before is regrettable as

issei morzle seems to be cracking under economic pressure,

It is well to remember Zhag¥ in discussing any pro-American propa-

ganda directed at the backward Japanese, the amount of axis~propaganda

| ,
that they have been fed through the abovementioned papers as well as
through other channels. The process must be a2 slow one. t is;impossihle

. . .
to swing overnight from one ideology to another.
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L great number of things have been resvonsible for the sttitude

assumed by the iséei. In the first place, they have great lanéuage handi-
caps. It ie very difficult for & Japanese to learn English. They could not
read the English pepers. They could only read Japenese; consequently, they
fell more and more under the swav of fascist propagandists.

Due to their racial distinctness théy have been subjdcted to
rore discrimmatory acticns than other immigraent groups and'thefefore have
an unconsclous emotional resentment which made them easy prey for the race
|
superiority doctrine preached by the Japanese and CGerman propagéndists.
Denial of Americsn citizenship, land ownership resirictions, residental

restrictions, etec. have no doubt been & sore point, although th%f have
3 > 'f

b Rpsereit Ly

seldom articulated such feelings.

|
It must always be kent in mind, however, that they came to this

country by choice., They were dissatisfied with conditions in Japan and

?ég‘ hoped to better themselves in this country. They have always r?alized
%ég that eﬁen the poorest life here is probably better than thev could eke
?E%; out in Japan and are consciously grateful for the largess of América.

{:gf This is a potent factor in winning over the neutrzsl or emotionaily dis-

loyal groups of disseil and kibei. A great deal of this work could be done
: through the medium of the Japanese language newspapers. The Japanese news-

papers are still the most lmportent propaganda mediuvm in the Japanese

: community.

} Under the propaganda program instituted by the Hollvwood Writers!
H , - E: iy o

i Mobilization under Civilian Défense, a propaganda guidance bureau might
f .

: be set up to watch the tone of the Japanese papers and to give guidance
{ in selecting educational material, There are a number of Japanese who

have always been pro-American but who have been afraid to speak out due
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to social censure. These loyal Japanese could be utilizied in such a
|
campaign. ESome of then could translate English articles for Japanese

consumpiLion,

This type of bureau or committee is necegssry if the Japanese

.

papers are allowed to continue thelr existence. Although pressure from
official sources would radically iuprove the papers thefe'would still be
a dearth of constructively democratic ideas unless such ideas ére supplied
to the staffs of the papers by capable persons, ;

. L3 - M L3 ‘ ' | L] - .
Pogsible internment or evacuatlon of issel and possibly nisei is

|
being debated at tnis time, with evacuation of aliens from vital defense

sectors an announced actuality. Evacuatibn neans that these J@pénese will
still be at large. These Japanese will be undergoing a severejmentalland

emotional shock with uncertainty the dark spectre that contiﬂually haunts

them. They will be easy prey for fifth column agitation. A désPerate

and mmgry men i1s always a dangerous man. Therefore, the need| for an

. . . \
immediate campaign To reassure these Japanese who remalin at large, and
{ & ‘ 3

-even in the event of complete internment, a bureau to provide information,

|
educational material, guidance to papers, will exist.  Such a bureau shounld

be a part of a larger office set up especially to deal with the rapidly

developing crisis in the Japanese community.

017



A GENERAL EXPLANATION CF THE KIBEI GRCUP

A kibei nisei, usually called kibel, reopresent the group of
young Japanese Who Were born in this eountry but who were sent back |
to Japan for thelr education, As a result, they think as Javanese

. and &t the same time possess American citizenship and the privileges
attending this status., The word "kibeil 1literally mesns ”refurned
to America,"
There are noe figureg that give The actual percentagé'of the
|

kibel population but it is generally conceded fthat approximaﬁely

ten percent of the Jepanese-American clitlzens fall intoc The #ibei
category. They are generally considered the most dangerous élement
"since they are the only ones in the entire Japanese odmmdnity that
hawve come in actual contact with present day fasclst Japan. ;Howevsr,
it must be remembéred thet most of them returned to this country by
actual choice., Those who were really dissetisfied heve subsequently

returned.

keasons for the Tngresse of Kibelsg

LR Since 1929 the number of kibel niseis in America;has steadlly
incressed. This was due to the following'réasoﬁs: 1. It became
increasihgly difficult Ffor the issel to meintain their children in
Japan due to economic difficulties following the stock marked crash.

Eo 5, The niseis who were sent o Japan for thelr education began

f to graduate from middle schools and high schools. 3. Those mnisel

sent ‘beck to Jepan with the intent of remaining permanently eiected

to return to thig country, realizing thet America of fered more

{ opportunities. 4., Many Lssel began to gend for thelr chilngn
1
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when the prolonged separation became unbearable, 5. Lost niseis
who were gent to Japan lived with thelr relatives and when the étrain
of living with relatives became too acute they immlored theirjparents
tec send for them., 7. Some isseis who returned to Japan withjtheir

children, upon finding thet 1ife was too hard 1n Japan, sent their

children back to this country to live.

"Process of Americanization

After returning to the United States, most kibels realized the

need for Americanization and underteook immediately to learn English,
Although they had studied Znglish in Japan, instructors there WEre

‘ :
very poor and the kibeis'English as a rule was unintelligible.
In the larger coasst cities there were a number of Americanizahi@n

classes in various high schools and junior high schools to whilch

thege kibels went.

' .. | .
The objlect of these clesses was to feach lmmigrant gﬂoups

practical English, The results were not particularly subcessful
for the kibeis since they were thrown together with other kibéis
they ended up by speaking Japanese, which, after al;, was their
‘native tongue. Most of the kibeis in these classes were over%l@

) |
years of 2ge and found attending school with younger childrenirather

irksome,. Also many were forced to help the_family finances and
conseguently left school. All 1n all, the process of Americahization
L was slow and incomplete. IHore kibels have never really mastefed
! the English language. It is neéessary at this time to stresgs again
the extreme disparity between the two languages. and the diffiéulty
for a Japanese to learn English. |

A great number of Kibei did suéceed in becoming ,aericanizeﬁ

enough to win admittance into nisel groups where their Americanizatio n

was hastened. As a whole, however, the kibei still remained g dlstinct
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group, neither isgseil nor nisel.

. Psychologicelly and emotionally the klbel are unstablie com-~

pared 50 the rest of the Japanese groups. Flrst, they undefwent the
Ttraumatic experience of leaving thelr parents et an early age to

go to another country te live with total strangers. Then efter

they had become accb5uomeq to one environment they were thrust lnto
thelr fivst‘environment. Durirg their seppration from thelr parents
they had 1deallzed their fathers and mothers and upon reuurnwng

%0 this country they found that thelr parents'! cuitural level wa.s
considerably below the Japanese average.

Of course, the long ceparation had severed tne boﬁ& exigtin

between parvent and child and so the klbei was always maladjusted

to his environment, Ag a resulf, there was continual frustration

which resolved itself infto resentment of his environment.,

Clagsification of Kibels

The kibei group can be roughly classified 1nto twd Sround,.
Pirst, the kibels who returned to this country prior to the Man-
churian Incident. These kibels were educated and lived in a Japan
which was undergoing an upsurge of liberallsem. Most of these
kibels are éood Americans, regardless of the fact thel they do
not -speak English., They belleve in demoératio igesals end deplored
Japan's growing militarism. The second group of kibels are the
one who returnéd after the Manchurian Incident. These kibeis were
given a full dose of fasclst propagenda. They lived under war
conditions and were inculcsated with war enthusiasm. MNevertheless,
1% must be remembered, that even they preferred to return to this
country.

This group of kibel is essentially pro-Japan and a.

g
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vigorous educational program should be directed at them,

The mosgt dangerous of the klbel group are those who have re-

turned in the lazst two years. These kibels have lived for some time

under strict war conditions, almost totel war., They were steeled to

the brutalities and hardships of war, They saw theilr brothers and
friends gll sent to the front,. ‘
|

At the time of their return fto this country they were gues-
tioned by Japanece authorities and 1t is our bellefl that some of them

might . have agreed %o engage in esplonage work here. The number of

kibeis who returned in the recent past i1s very few compare&‘?o other

\
years.,

The kibeis ag a group are suspected by even the nisel., How-

ever, the majority of them are neutral and could be brough? around with

the correct kind of educational program. We consider it advisable,

however, to keep close watch over the kibei who have returned from

Japan in the 1ast two years.

Due to the congbant suspilcicn harressing them, many loyal

kibeis are becoming eubitbered. Therefore, 1t i1s most urgent that

an Americanization progrem be set up immediately. |

The Xibei Orgenlzatlon

o’
e e L T e

The thinking kibeis realized the need for some oﬁganization
%o aid their Americanization program. The_first organizatﬂon"of
kibei in Los Angeles was the Niéei‘Association which was sﬁorﬁ iived}
After the collapse of the Nigel Agsoclation a sgecond groupjwas formad
which was eventually affiliated with the Japansse Americanfs;cﬁtiZen's

Lesgue. The Kibel Division wes to have 1ts own cabinet an@ conduct

its meetings in the Japansse language.
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to educate the kibei group if the lsadership could be placeq in the

3.

Lhe Kibel Divison and the J,A.C.L. worked in hafmonj unp to

i
1938, Prom thisg period the Kibei Division showed 1n011n8u10ns of
independent actions. This, we believe, wes due to the influence of

certain aggressive kibei who were bub recently returned. This small

group had worked itself into the leadership of the entire group and

were doing their best to discourage and sabotage the liberal @lements

in the organization,
|
After checking the dissenting liberal group, the-}eadersbip

cligque became more and more aggrsssive and drifted farther away from

the parent organization. Undemocr ic procedure we s nv1dez} in most

. . . . | : i
of their activities., Shortly before the war, there was open dissentlon

-

between the Kibei Divieion and the JAC.L.
On the night of December 7th, 1941, the So. District Council

of the J.A.C.L, formed the Anti-Axls Committee to cope with war condi-

tions. Various committees and sub~committees were formed but only two
|
kibeis were included. Weither did the kibei division cffer|cooperation.

\
The undemocratic leaders of the Kibei group final } drew up
a resolution arbitrasrily dissolving the organization., The resolution
\
as a whols is accentable to. its members. However, some mem bers dis-
\

agree about the dissolution and protested Lo that effect in a beu ition.

The matiter now lies in the hands of the J,A.G.L. and the Klbel Division.

A compromise has besn reeched whereby the division would be retained

but the cabinet abolished., Final decisgion will be handed down some-~
. . , ‘

time this month.
We feel that 1t 1s advisable to retein this Kibei Division
since 1t is easier to keep tab on them in case any subversi#e elements

ghould attempt to brew trouble. It would also be an sxcellent medium

)

right hands, |

022



— -
Tl e~y
B i

A GENERAL PICTURE OF THE SITUATION CONFRONTING THE WHOIESALE AND RETATL

"PRODUCE MARKETS, THE JAPANESE FARMERS, AND THEE PUBLIC

The survey reveals the uncertainty confronting the three
groups, thelr interdependence, and effect of a shutdown
of the wholesale group on farmers and general public.

I. THE WHOLESALE PRODUCE MARKETS

There are some 218 produce brokers in the wholesale markets.

; In the field are the large Commission Houses, who 1n many cases finance

- or subsidize the farmers with lcans against their crops. TheSé houses
. \
B sell to Second Jobbers, who sell 1n small lots to the smaller retail
dealers. There are glso a few shippers whe send carlcads to eastern

states.

Most Japansse controlled houses are Issel (lst—g@neraticn)

cwned. Only one, K. and C. Produce Cc. is unguestionably Niséi ocwned.

As of this writing, Business Investment, Inc., has taken over| H. K.
Osawa Co., and Highland Produce Cc., ovened under Nisei owner%hip under

AN : . |-
Citizen Preduce Co. But all houses apparently have the Federal Govern-

ment ckay and operate under Pederal License 684 as before the war,

. Reproducsd frors tye hplimgsintie s

The State's position is not clear, however, and it is generally
rumored that the State License to operate will be revclked on ?eb. 3,
1942, with all Japanese houses shut down. Even Nisei owned h&uses will
be affected, it is said. This runored shutdown folleowed on the héels
of a statemsnt that sach house will have to organize underzcohpletg
Nisel ownershlp. The Nisei as a whole dec not have the neaesséry capital
i to buy out all houses at their assessed value, and even should this be

miraculously accompkished, the State Department of Agriculture has not
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ts final understandling that they will be allowed to conftinue

]._l.

given

business;
fhe preplem of the wholesale houses, therefore, fa11§ directly
upon the igsuance of Itate licenses Lo ogerate,
Iccal competitors of the Japanese wholesaels merchants are re-
ported seeking & ccmplete shutdovn of Japanese [irms. Among tﬁese rumcred
. adverse forces if the might Consolidated in the Terminal Marke% whose
business today is one-third with the Japanese reta2il dealers ahd who

wants 100 per cent Japanese business, The same firm is even revorted

"

= A
¥

no Tileld workers in Imperial Valley against the Javans

".h
f=te

stirring up L]

L=
-

ip

o

2 e,
Pressure on the State Agricultural Department worked| this way,
according te an informed sourcs. He said that when Nisei représéntatvve
|
wvent to Sacramento, Mr. Carey, head of the depariment, gave the delegates

a verval okay to cperate the Japanese houses under Nisei "nwne r hip

! & J

that is, in name only as & legal [ront, Local pressure groupsg howsver,
out the Bee on Mr. Woodburn, head of the local division, and he flew
to Sacramento to influence Mr., Cerey to reverse his originel stand,

So today the wholesale produce market situations remains in

L3 r

& precariocus state with Peb. 3, looming as an impending day of doom.

. BEFEECT ON RETATL PRODUCE.MERCHANTS

-
-
=
f=

With all the confusion in the wholesale produce markets, the
trend hag been toward a cash and carry basis,-with retail dealers buying
on an "open price” system whereby they secure the produce forlﬁhe lowest
guotation for the day. Both means that a general curtailment in the

~

? volume of fresh produce passing from the farms te the consumer is now
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f?g‘ such as relatives of the owners, setc. Using the foregoing figures. we

&

|
taking place with sharply rising prices all along the line.

Due to the uncertainty, many smaller produce dealers‘have
altogether ceased buying daily at the wholesale as they have no assurance
that thelr trips to buy vegetables will be successful as the wholesale
.houses may be closed. Then there may be no produce as farmers‘may not
have pickea their crops and sent them to the wholesale because they were

afraid the wholesale markets would be closed and thelir effort énd expense

\
wasted, i

The larger markets are moving toward a stand-nat proéram and
not & normal business growth., Markets with a large overhead are parlng
to the bone to meet a time when fresh produce will be dlfflcult to secure
: in sufficient quantitles to sell enough volume te maintain today's level,
- Clerks have been laid off., Markets reduced.
| While these figures are not accurate, they are a bar&méter'

"to today's conditions. The Reta11 Food Clerkis Unlon, Local lélO, with
-Ea Japanese membersnlj drawn from the larger markets, has about 800 to
900 on its list. PFifteen per cent are unemployed today. The qnlon
‘does not take into its fold the Japanese working in the small @arkets,
may say that about 2000 Japanese will be affected by such a drastic
step as closing down the Japanese Produce merchants.

It is not clear yet whether the small markets will remain_
in bu31ness should the wholesale houses close combletely, or be unable

to supply them with fresh produce. We bslieve that they will be less

affected than the larger markets.

IIt. THE JAPANESE FARMERS

Today the Japanese farm picture 1s one of confusion. Many
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farmers are reported not picking their crops because of the uncertainty
in-the vholesale market situation, They natnrally hesitate to igo to
the expense of picking and hauding their proﬁuce to the mark@ts to find
the closed,

| Because Nisel are viewed as irresponsible, Javanese farmers
do not trust Nisel field men and today 96 per cent of the field men
and buyers are Issel. Because of a Federal ruling restricting travel,
these field men are handicapped and do not visit the farmers Es freely
as is necessary. The same travel restriction prevents the far@ers from
visiting the wholesale markets and thus they are prevented frEm getting
a first-hand knowledge of the marts' conditions.

S0 between farmers and wholesalers of fresh produce there is

& widening gap filled with ugly rumors carried by passing haulmen and

lrresponsible young Nisel who do not realize the gravity of the situation.

Wild rumers of mass evacuation troubles the farmersl.  And as

a natural result they do not plant for the next seasoh's.crop'as they
deem 1t foolish to throw away good money planting high-priced seeds
and spreadihg fertilizer now almost worth its weight in gold on a land
they may never harvest.
| Several cases where families of interned farmers could not
get wmoney from the banks to pay for field workers and hauling;have resulted
in the loss cf their crops to the markset. And in this connec&ion-the
tying up of many farmers funds in the Japanese-owned banks wiil cause

further loss to the State as their present crops will be unpicked, and

future crops unplanted, due to lack of ready cash to pay for seed, etc.

In looking at the farm situation, it 1s here stated that the
Japanese are minly small truck farmers for several reasons, (%) there

- |
aren't many areas in California sulitable for large scale farming, and -

026



_ Reproduced from the holdings at the Frankiin D. Roosevelt Library

(b) it isn't sound business to farm too far away from the mafket

certer as distance increases hauling expenses.

The area around Los Angeles mainly is small truck férméa Only
in certain sections such as Santa Maria and Guadalupe, San Diego
County are there-large scale farmers. And these farmers a?e mainly
shippe;s. i

The history of Japanese Tarming and the Japaﬁese contribu-
tion to the State and the United States is one which should @ot need

elaboration. All fair-minded Americans concede that the Japanese

‘made certain sections of Central California productive, as well

as Imperial Valley. They can and will farm In places no right—

minded American would dream of farming. Japanese can also sﬁecess—

fully dry farm due to a sound technlical knowledge plus unbelievable

amount of ginstaking care and labor, with hours from dawn to dusk.

This personal care over his crop is the reason for the high Quality

of his produce.

| According to the English editor of the S8angyo Nippo, a
farmers! newspaper, tlie Japanese control lO_pei_cent of the agri-
cultural land in California and 80 per cent of its fresh p#oduce.
0f that figure, 65 per cent is mainly vegetables. This fogd stuff
would be @ifficult to replace immediately and the Japanese farmers
efforts are of paramount importance to a civilian defénse program
to include food for victory. ‘ ‘

The problem is not only local, as Califcornia supplies fresh

produce to the eleven western states.

Americans and Filippinos figured to take over the planting

of such produce as beans, peas, etc., but it is doubted if they

Acould equal the production or guality of the Japanese gIroupe. Few
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white-Americans or Filippinos would put more than eight—houré a
day into their farming. Thus the removal of the Japanese farmer
| from the field of California grilculture would create a tremendous
vacuum not easily refilled.

The morale of the farmers has been badly shaken up by all the
'evénts of recent date. 1

| The Japanese farmers, like any farmer, distrusts th? city

slicker and usually distrusts the wholesale merchant who sells on a
commission basis. If he distrusts the commission merchantjbf his
own race, it is seen how much he would distrust a commissi¢n merchant
of another race. The reason why this is so, is that much%oﬁ the
farmers produce is left with the commission house to be sold oh a
consignment basis. If the house is primarily interested in its own
welfare, it can sell out the farmer by dumping the produce ?n the
market at ruinous prices. As the house works on a 13 per cent or 15
per cent.eommission”basis, it still makes money. . |

Also we re-mention that the commdssion houses usuall& lend
the small farmers money to buy seeds, fertilizer, etec., and expect-
to handle their produce as a matter of course and in good faith the
farmers cannot ship these crops to any other merchant shouidthey
want to. Thus, the moral obligation is a factor which must be con-
sidered in viewihg the farm and wholesale picture.

The farmer is obligated to the house that financed him.

The rise in costs of running a farm can be seen froﬁ a com-
parison of seed prices yesterday and today; see appendix Nb. 1.
Tomorrow's prices may be higher still.

Thisis a factor to be seriously considered when planting of
1

future crops is considered. With all these rumors and opem talk

of mass evacuation of all Issei inland or possible internment scarlng
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the daylights out of the Japanese farmers, it is natural th?t they do
not want to invest heavy sums in a land on which they may b;ievacuat-
ed or oﬁied from,

Also, the smaller farmers are worried over the drafting of
their sons inte the army, as thls reduces the man power on the farms.
This is a vital factor to the Japanese farmers, as the labor of their

sons often means the daifference bétween operating at a profit and a

loss. Farm labor is high and mmtmmm not too good as the defense

works such as airplane factories have taken away much of the former

field help. |

Rumors also reach the farmers of fhe actions of cert%iﬁ Nisei
political groups committing acts of depredation within the 5abanese
community against best interest of their own people. Fear }of} the
results of what these self-seeking individuals have done and may QGo,
worry the farmer as well as the townspeople. ‘

The open stand of the Anti-Axis Committee in taking an all-
out program of siding with only the Nisei and casting out the help-

less Issei to the mercies of an Yenemy alien” classificaticp bothers

them. : |

The Issel farmer naturally views the Japanese group %s‘a
whole group and not as separate units. So the actions of ajgroup
of.Nisei who are opportunists and see a2 good business desl éaﬁses
the farmers to distrust the Nisei who may be trying to aid them,and
gives them a feeling of helplessness.

So a Nisei long familiar with farmers' problems decléres that
farmers should stand pat and wait to‘see what goes on. He %e%sons to
this effect: ‘

That a ﬁr. Quinn, head of the Ninth Market branch of fhe

California Bank was trying to help all Japanese market ownefs,
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principalily Issel whom hé knows well threcugh long 5cquaintanbe,
has now washed his hands of this attempt due to the purchase of
H. K. Osawva Co. by a Nisel group during his negotiations in;behalf
of the whole group splitting his effeorts due to the apperant showing that
Wisei would act without considering the welfare of the Issei. Mv, Osawa, ¥
no doubt, sold_out on the ovinion (expressed by another Nisei plose
to the merket situation) that half loaf was better than noneL

Thus influential help was lost, and with new rulings fur%her
restrlicting the Issel bheing issued continucusly, and actionsfof
powerful groups working to oust Japanese from the market andjagri-
ecultural fields, he reasons the farmers should stand pat. ‘

This is, however, a negative approach to the farm vroblem and
cannot be allowed to take root in the minds of the Farmers. %Reu

storation of their morale is imperative if we do not want & too

atithe Erankin D. Roogvelt Litiraty

drastic reduction in vital food produce.

Iv. TH8 EFFECTS OF A SHUTDOWN OF JAPANESE PRODUCE HQUSES IN
THE WHOLESALE MARKETS ‘

While the effects of a complet@ shutdown of the Japanese‘houses
in the wholesale produce markets cannot be gauged accurately; & partial
picture can be gained by recalling the effects caused by the shutdown
shortly after war broke out.

Men were thrown out of work, retzil dealsrs didnt't attemgt to
buy, farmers'didn't bring in their produce, and prices of fodd_stuff
went -vp tremendously, thus affectly the consumer n»udblic.

Although ne farmer worthy of the name would nlow his fields
under asg rumor says, undoubtedly less and less nlanting would take

place with the ultimate result of an acute shorage in fresh ﬁroduce,
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as retail markets many workers would be out of work and thrown on

the county relief rolls. Included among the Japanese Would;be a
large number of Mexicans who are hired by Japanese houses.
There are from 700 to 800 men employed in the wholessle
produce markets directly under Japanese control. They are employed
as salesmen, buyers, swanpers, haulers,and c¢lerical help.
These would tax the county to a great extent.
The Chinese Second Jobbers would also be affected as they
; buy from Japanese commission houses and resell to mainly Japehese
retail dealers. They may perhaps be forced to close end‘beceme relief
probleme. " j

The only unaffected group would be the Japanese employed by

Itallan houses, such as the Italian Banana who has nearly 100 per
cent Nisel help, and Moreno Bros., who hire four or five Japanese.

There is the additional factor whieh tiles inwvith the State

policy, since if under a 100% per cent Nisel ownership the houses

R TP

. Repioduced fiosi the holdifigs atihe Frankiin D Roossielt Litiary

are allowed to operate, there would be a natural tendency to hire

only'Nisei help due to a fear of State interference should t@ey hire
Issel. The State today is reported checking into the books ef‘all
houses to find out how many Issel are employed.

Most Issel ere of middle age or older and if foreed out of
the wholesale produce business would find it diffiecult to de work as
even day laborers. Thus they would be an immediate relief problem.

It is to be recalled that a shutdown in the wholesale pfoduce
markets will affect the farmers and in turn bave an effect on the
amount of produce grown. This would in turn have a direct effect

on the consumer market, not only in California, but also the eleven

' \
western states, an area almost half the United States. i
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In recapitulation, we restate that the‘key to all these
problems would be to settle the status of the wholesale produce
markets and reétore the morale of the farmers by some statement of
policy that would fix the question of possible internment or mass

evacuation.

A normal or an increased fresh produce production ﬁq‘win

the war for America would be forthcoming.
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